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1. Match the Idioms in Column A with :

their meanings in Column B :

A B
a) move heaven and earth i) failing to
impress

b) damp squib
¢) all in all
d) eat humble pie

ii) talented person

iii) considering everything
iv) to admit that
you are wrong

v) try very hard.

1. a-iv, b-i, c-ii, d-iii

3. a-iv, b-iii, c-i, d-ii 4. a-v, b-i, c-iii, d-iv
2. Which one of the following gives the

correct meaning of the expression, :

'Don't push your luck!"?

1) It's a matter of chance you have no con-
trol over it.

2) We'll take whatever is available whether
it's good or not.

3) Don't try too hard to get what you want
and risk losing what you have achieved.

4) What someone wants to happen is

unlikely to happen.

3. Match the following idioms in List A '

with their meanings in List B

2. a-iv, b-i, c-v, d-ii i}

goodies to eat.

d) Bhaskar was able to fight the ................

with his ................ hands.
The correct answer is :
1. (a) - no, know;

(c) - fare, fair;

2. (a) - know, no;

(c) - fair, fare;

3. (a) - know,no;

(c) - fair, fare;

4. (a) - no, know;

(c) - fare, fair;

(b) - write, right;
(d) - bare, bear.
(b) - right, wright;
(d) - bare, bear.
(b) - write, right;
(d) - bear, bare.
(b) - right, write;
(d) - bear, bare.

7. Which one of the following gives the
correct meaning of the expression, "Hit :

the sack"'?
1. Work better or leave
3. Go to sleep

2. Slow down
4. Good luck.

8. Fill in the blank with a suitable alterna-

tive to make it a meaningful sentence.

"In the field of classical music, he still :
20.Which of the following is the correct
i one-word substitute equivalent to the

.................... supreme".
1. Reigns
3. Rains

2. Reins
4. Raigns

9. Pick the correct meaning of the under-
lined expression in the following sen- :

tence :The manager, as usual, is blowing

2. admiration
4. inanimate

1. Sugar
3. wisdom

i 17.Choose the correct option that is oppo- :
i site in meaning to the word underlined

to fill in the blank in the sentence given

below :These spurious documents can :

never substitute the ............... ones.

1. fake 2. mysterious

3. genuine 4. fabricated
18.Choose one-word substitute for the
: clause given below :

and drink' is called ...............

1. pharmacist 2. influential

i 3. wild 4. epicure

i 19.Choose one-word substitute for the
i clause given below :

Concluding part of a literary work :

1. epitaph 2. epilogue

3. epicure 4. epidemic

phrase 'study of the origin of words'?
1. Etymology 2. Semantics
H 3. Entomology
i ANSWERS

"A person who enjoys high quality food

4. Lexicography

i 7. 3 "Hit the Sack" means "sleep".

8. 1 Reign - Ruling like Monarch

Rein - Rope used for horse

Raign - Record maker.

9. 3 'Blowing own trumpet' means 'self
praise'.

i 10. 3. Isle : Small island

H Aisle : Near way to walk

H Aile : Wing

11 1 'Subscribe' means 'getting enlisted'.
i 121 Pretentious : Showing more than
what one has

Boorish : Rough

Callous : Heartless/ unkind

i Rugged:Rough, Genteel : Exaggerated
£ 13.2  Antyroom : Wrongly spelt word
! Anterroom : Outer room

Antiroom : Wrongly spelt word

i Antroom : Wrongly spelt word.

i 14.3 Vindicate : liberate, making free
Absolve : releasing, Condone : Accept
Convict : Punish

i So, antonym of vindicate is convict

i 15.1 Insatiable : Not satisfiable
Impeccable : of the highest standards
Insoluble : impossible to solve

a) get round i) to meet an unpleasant
situation.

b) in fits and starts ii) strict

c¢) face the music iii) irregularly

d) hard and fast iv) persuade someone to

do something

v) insincere

1. a-iv, b-i, c-ii, d-iii 2. a-iv, b-i, c-v, d-ii
3. a-iv, b-iii, c-i, d-ii 4. a-ii, b-iii, c-iv,d-v

4. The words bow and bow in the following
sentences are called ..........cceeeuneee.

Bow means to bend at the waist or the :

front part of a boat.
Bow means a wapon, or a knot made for
decoration on a dress, etc.,
1. Homonyms
3. Homophones
4. Homonyms & Homophones

5. Pick the correct meaning of the under-
lined expression in the following sen-
tence : It's no use splitting hairs over the
cause of the lapse.
1. combing through tangled hair
2. arguing about petty matters.
3. trying to clean knots
4. raising major issues after the event.

6. Fill in the blanks with the correct homo-

phone :

Fair - Fare Bare - Bear

Write - right ~ Know - no

a) I do not ............ that ...l other

person except the attender is available in
the department today.

b) The teacher was happy that the student
was able to ............. the ...cccoeinee answer.
c) We enjoyed ourselves at the .................
because there was such a

2. Homographs :

his own trumpet.

1. Very good at musical instruments.

2. Sings very well

4. Enjoys art and music.
10.Fill in the blank with a suitable alterna-

tive to make it a meaningfull sentence.

'Would you prefer to have an .................

seat or a window seat'?

l.isle  2.ill 3. aisle 4. aile

11.Which one of the following takes the

prefix 'sub-' to form a new word?
1. scribe 2. geneous 3. diction 4. theism

12.Which of the following is synonymous
with the word 'genteel' in the sentence. :

""He lived in genteel poverty'?
1. Pretentious 2. Boorish
3. Callous 4. Rugged

13.A room where people can wait before
entering a larger room, especially in an :

important public building is called ...
1. Antyroom 2. Anteroom
3. Antiroom 4. Antroom

14.Which of the following is the antonym of
the underlined word in the sentence :
'She showed increasing irritation at his

attempt to vindicate her'?
1. absolve 2. condone
3. convict 4. dismiss

word

1. Insatiable
3. Insoluble

2. Impeccable
4. Innocuous.

16.Choose the correct option that conveys
the same meaning of the underlined

word in the following sentence :
Sagacity increases with age.

3. Praising himself.

1.4

i thing into consideration.
i2.3

i ing what has been achieved.
i3.3
i something in fits and
i unpleasant situation.

i4.2

ent meanings.
Ex. can - verb form ; can - container.
Homographs

tions with different meanings.

house.
well - Are you well (Bow also)

and different meanings.
New : I have a new shirt.
Knew : They know the facts.
. 2 Splitting hairs - making argument

|

except the attender is available.

answer.

c) We enjoyed ourselves at the fair
because there was such a fare of good-

ies to eat.

with his bare hands.

Move heaven and earth - Try
very hard dump squib - getting failed
in impressing all in all - Taking every- :

Don't push your luck - Don't try
very hard to get something by forgo- i

Get round - Encouraging to do
starts -
Irregularity face the music - facing an :

Homonyms - words with same
spelling / pronounciation with differ- :

words with same |
spelling but with different pronouncia-

Ex. : Well - we have a well in our

Homophones - words with same pro-
nounciation with different spellings :

6. 3 a) I don't know that no other person
15.Which of the following is the correct one H
substitute equivalent to the :

i b) The teacher was happy that the stu-
phrase.'That which cannot be satisfied'? :

dent was able to write the right%

d) Bhaskar was able to fight the bear

Innocuous : Safe
So, one word substitute for 'that which
i cannot be satisfied' is 'insatiable’.
i 16.3  Sagacity : Wisdom / knowledge

Admiration : Appreciation

Wisdom : Knowledge

Inanimate : Lifeless

So, synonym for sagacity is wisdom
17.3  Spurious : False/ fake

Fake : False

Mysterious : Difficult to identify

Genuine : Reliable

Fabricated : Forged
i So, antonym for spurious is genuine.
i 18. 4 Pharmacist : Pharmacy related
Epicure : A person who likes
fine food.
So, one word substitute for "A person
who enjoys high quality food and
¢ drikt' is 'epicure'.
i 19.2  Epitaph : Writing on tomb
Epilogue : Speech at ending of book
Epicure : A person who likes fine
food, Epidemic : Spreading disease
So, one word substitute for 'conclud-
i ing part of literacy work is 'epilogue’.
¢ 20. 1 Etymology : Study of origin of
words, Semanties:Logic related
Entomology : Study of
insects,Lexicography :
Compiling dictionary.
So, study of origin of
the words is
'Etymology'.

J.M.Vasu

Lecturer, Hyderabad.
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10.

11.

BANKSEXAVS

If it is possible to make only one mean-
ingful word with the first, the third, the
fifth and the eighth letters of the word
ORGANISE, which of the following
will be the third letter of that word? If
more than one such words can be
formed, give 'Y' as the answer and if no
such word can be formed, give 'X' as
the answer.

1.G 2.N 3.0
4.Y 5.X

'Woman' is related to 'child' in the
same way as 'cow' is related to .....

1. Bullock 2. Milk

3. Shed 4. Calf

5. None of these

In a certain code TIRE is written as
5972 and READ is written as 7283.
How is DIET written in that code?

1. 3975 2. 3825

3. 3295 4. 3925

5. None of these

In a certain code EMPTY is written as
NFOZU. How is KITES written in that
code?

1. JLSTF

3. FTSLJ

5. None of these
'Kilogram' is related to 'Gram' in the
same way as 'Butterfly’ is related to ......
1. Decagram 2. Catterpiller
3. Mulbary 4. Milligram

5. None of these

'Fruit' is related to 'Flower' in the same

2. JLUTF
4. HJURD

way as 'Gram' is related to ................
1. Seed 2. Bud
3. Pollen 4. Branch

5. None of these

Four of the following five are alike in a
certain way and so form a group.
Which is the one that does not belong to
that group?

1. Bat 2. Whale
3. Dog 4. Fish
5. Cat

In a certain code GOAL is written as
BPMH and MIND is written as OJEN.
How is SOAR written in that code?

1. BPTS 2. STBP

3. BPST 4. PBST

5. None of these

Four of the following five are alike in a
certain way and so form a group.
Which is the one that does not belong to
that group?

1. MP 2.RU
4. FI 5. KN
How many such letters are there in the
word BREAKING each of which is as
far away from the begining of the word
as when the letters are rearranged in
alphabetical order?
1. None

3. Two

5. More than three
How many such pairs of letters are
there in the word COMPLEX each of
which has many letters between them
in the word as in the English alphabet?

3.JG

2. One
4. Three

12.

13.

14.

15.

REA

=

JNIN

2. One
4. Three

1. None

3. Two

5. More than three
Four of the following five are alike in a
certain way and so form a group.
Which is the one that does not belong to
that group?

1. Apple 2. Banana

3. Orange 4. Litchi

5. Cabbage

How many such digits are there in the

number 523186, the position of each of
which will remain unchanged after the
digits are rearranged in ascending
order within the number?

1. None 2. One

3. Two 4. Three

5. None of these

Four of the following five are alike in a
certain way and so form a group.
Which is the one that does not belong to
that group?

1. 81 2.36 3.64
4.49 5.27

BF is related to DH in the same way as
HK is related to ....

1.JM 2. KN 3.LK
4. KO 5. None of these

Directions (16-20) : In each question below
are three statements followed by two conclu-
sions numbered I and I1. You have to take the

three given statements to be true even if they
seem to be at variance from commonly known
facts and then decide which of the given con-
clusions logically follows from the three state-
ments disregarding commonly known facts.
Then decide which of the answers (1), (2), (3),
(4) and (5) is correct answer.

Give answer (1) if only conclusion I follows.

Give answer (2) if only conclusion II follows.

Give answer (3) if either conclusion I or Il
Sfollows.

Give answer (4) if neither conclusion I nor 11
follows.

Give answer (5) if both the conclusions I and
1I follow.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Statements :

All buses are windows.

All windows are cars.

All cars are trucks.
Conclusions :

1. Some trucks are windows.
II. Some cars are buses.
Statements :

Some trees are roots.

Some roots are flowers.
Some flowers are branches.
Conclusions :

I.  Some branches are roots.
II. No root is branch.
Statements :

Some chairs are gates.

All gates are baskets.

No basket is cycle
Conclusions :

I.  Some cycles are gates.
II. Some baskets are chairs.
Statements :

20.

Some stores are platforms.
All platforms are rails.
Some rails are coaches.
Conclusions :

1. Some coaches are stores.
II. Some coaches are platforms.
Statements :

All chairs are desks.

Some desks are walls.

All walls are tables.
Conclusions :

I.  Some tables are desks.
II. Some tables are chairs.

Directions (21-25) : Each of the questions
below consists of a question and two state-
ments numbered I and Il are given below it.
You have to decide whether the data provided
in the statements are sufficient to answer the
question. Read both the statements and....
Give answer (1) if the data in Statement [
alone are sufficient to answer the question,
while the data in Statement Il alone are not
sufficient to answer the question.

Give answer (2) if the data in Statement 11
alone are sufficient to answer the question,
while the data in Statement I alone are not
sufficient to answer the question.

Give answer (3) if the data in Statement [
alone or in Statement Il alone are sufficient to
answer the question.

Give answer (4) if the data in both the
Statement I and 11 are not sufficient to answer
the question.

Give answer (5) if the data in both the
Statements I and Il together are necessary to
answer the question.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

What is Samir's rank from top in a
class of 40 students?
I. Samir is six ranks below Mohan who
is 22nd from below.
II. Samir is five ranks above Keshav who
is 30th from top.
Who among M, D, P, J and T is the
shortest?
I. M and J are taller than P and T.
II. D is shorter than M but taller than P.
How is 'nice' written in a code lan-
guage?
I. 'nice boy' is written as 'ho na' in that
code language.
II. 'beautiful little boy' is written as 'na ta
pa' in that code language.
R is in which direction of W?
I. R is to the North of M which is to the
West of W.
II. R is to the West of J which is to the
South of N.
What is T's position from the right end
of a row of boys facing North?
I. Pis eighteenth from the left end of the
row.
II. Q is sixteenth from the right end and
there are two boys between Q and T.

Directions (26-30) : Study the following
arrangement carefully and answer the ques-
tions given below :

26.

GBSEM7R4AD2N
6 TUW3I1IHFS8IJVZ
Which of the following is as far away

towards right of M as N is towards left
of F?

1.T 2.U

4.2 5. None of these
Which of the following is the fourth to
the right of the twelth from the right
end of the above arrangement?
1. 1 2.D

4. W 5. None of these
Four of the following five are alike in a
certain way based on their positions in
the above arrangement and so form a
group. Which is the one that does not
belong to that group?

3.6

27.

3.4

28.

1. BEM 2. TW1
3. 5M7 4. H8I
5. T4A

29. How many such vowels are there in the
above arrangement each of which is

immediately followed by a number?

1. None 2. One
3. Two 4. Three
5. Four
30. How many such numbers are there in

the above arrangement each of which is
immediately preceded by a consonant
and also immediately followed by a

consonant?
1. None 2. One
3. Two 4. Three

5. More than three
Directions (31-35) : Study the following
information carefully and answer the ques-
tions given below :
A, B, C, D, E, F and G are sitting around a
circle facing at the centre. D is to the immedi-
ate right of F and third to the left of A. C is
third to the left of B who is not an immediate
neighbour of A or F. E is not an immediate
neighbour of C.
31. Who are the immediate neighbours of A?
1. EC 2. EB 3.EG
4. BG 5. None of these
What is E's position with respect to D?
1. Second to the left
2. Third to the right
3. Third to the left
4. Cannot be determind
5. None of these
Who is to the immediate right of C?
1.F 2.G 3.D
4. Data inadequate
5. None of these
Who is second to the right of B?
1.E 2.A 3. F
4. Data inadequate 5. None of these

32.

338

34.

35. What is G's position with respect to D?
1. Second to the right 2. Third to the right
3. Second to the left

4. Third to the left 5. None of these

ANSWERS

12 24 34 41 54 62 74
83 9.3 103 11.2 12,5 13.3 14.5
15.1 16.5 17.3 18.2 19.4 20.1 21.3
22.4 235 24.1 25.4 26.3 27.1 28.2
29.1 30.4 31.3 32.533.1 342 354
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Exams Special

Religious Composition

Religion in India is characterized by a
| diversity of religious beliefs and practices.
Indian subcontinent is the birthplace of some
of the world's major religions; namely
Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism.
Throughout India's history, religion has been
an important part of the country's culture.
| Religious diversity and religious tolerance are
both established in the country by the law and
custom; the Constitution of India has declared
the right to freedom of religion to be a funda-
mental right.

The changing religious profile of Indian
population has had a strong impact on the
recent history of India, and it continues to be
1 amongst the major determinants of strife on
the Indian subcontinent. Fortunately, unlike
the caste and community affiliations, the reli-
gious affiliations of the people of India have
always been recorded in the census opera-
tions. Therefore, it is possible to obtain a fair-
| ly rigorous picture of the changes in the rela-
¥ tive populations of different religions for the
period covered by the census operations.

4 Religious Composition of India in 1881:
Historical Background

At the time of the first detailed census in
1881, the adherents of religions of native
| Indian origin constituted about 79 percent of
the population, of which 95 percent were
i Hindus. Of the remaining about 21 percent of
i the population, that followed religions of
alien origin, as many as 96 percent were
Muslims. This religious heterogeneity of the
Indian population and its division into mainly
the Hindus and the Muslims was a demo-
graphic reflection of relatively recent events
in Indian history. Up to abou 1200 AD, India
i showed remarkable religious and civilisation-
| al homogeneity.

Notwithstanding the great geographical

expanse of India and the linguistic and cultur-
1| al specificities of people living in differen
M regions, there prevailed an almost timeless
consensus on fundamental civilisational prin-
ciples. These basic principles of India, which
found diverse expressions in sophisticated
| philosophical discourse a well as in lay
beliefs and practices, are collectively known
by the name of sanatana dharma, the timeless
discipline that forms the core of all religious
f| doctrines of Indian origin.
All those who entered India from outside
I soon accepted these basic civilisational prin-
: ciples Starting from seventh century AD,
Il India faced a new external incursion, this time
W by the adherents of Islam. Islamic naval and
land expeditions began exploratory incursions
on Indian borders from as early as 636 AD.
But Islam could obtain a foothold in India
i only in 713 AD, with the victory over Sind.
| India successfully resisted further spread of
9 Islam into Indian territories for the next three
centuries. From the beginning of eleventh
| century AD, India began facing Islamic
invaders of Turkish origin.

NDIAN

ET

Mahmood Gazhni invaded India several
times from 1000 to 1026 AD and annexed
Punjab to his empire. The Ghur successors to
the Ghazni Empire were finally able to extend
Islamic conquest into the heart of India after
defeating the valorous Prithvi Raj Chauhan in
1192. Islamic rulers, even those who were rel-
atively tolerant of the Indian beliefs and prac-
tices and did not attempt to forcibly propagate
Islam, were committed to retaining a distinct
Islamic identity and presence within the larg-
er and otherwise homogenous civilisation of
India.

" and his great disciple Shivaji, the Jats under

Gokula, and the Sikhs under Guru Gobind
Singh, created powerful military organisa-
tions that shook the Mughal Empire. By the
end of the century, the Empire had more or
less collapsed, and indigenous rulers were in
the process of establishing themselves every-
where in India. However, before this Indian
resurgence could be fully consolidated, the
British entered the scene, and the restoration
of Indian rule was thus delayed by another
couple of centuries.

The British were perhaps even more con-

Unlike all those who came into India

before them, the Islamic rulers, consciously
and perhaps conscientiously, resisted accul-
turation into the timeless civilisational and
religious milieu of India. This thus became
the first source of heterogeneity in India,
dividing the Indian population mainly into
two distinct religious communities, Hindus
and Muslims, as reflected in the 1881 census.
In time, this demographic heterogeneity led to
the Partition of the country into Indian Union
and two separate Islamic enclaves.

However, after more than five centuries of
Islamic rule and at the pinnacle of Mughal
domination during the first half of the seven-
teenth century, the proportion of Muslims in
the population of India had reached no more
than one sixth Peninsular India, consisting of
the southern Malayalam, Kannada, Tamil and
Telugu regions, had largely escaped Islamic
domination. Islamic incursions into this part
of India in the early fourteenth century led to
a powerful consolidation under the mighty
Vijayanagara Empire that was emphatically
committed to the defence of sanatana dharma.
From about the middleof the seventeenth cen-
tury, people all over India, under several
charismatic leaders, began to rise in revolt
against the Mughal rule in almost all parts of
India. The Marathas under SamarthaRamdas

temptuous of the fundamental civilisational
and religious principles of India than the
Turko-Afghans and Mughals. They, through
their
Christianity, introduced another source of

patronage and  propagationof
religious heterogeneity in India.

But more than the spread of Christianity,
the British contributed to the increase of het-
erogeneity by systematically negating and
suppressing the civilisational homogeneity of
India. Thus, even though the growth of
Christianity in India during the British rule
was less than spectacular, the share of adher-
ents of indigenous religions began to decline
precipitously during this period. This decline
has not been arrested yet.

Islam and Christianity are the only hetero-
geneous faiths present in India. Besides them,
there is a sprinkling of Jews and Parsis in the
Indian population. They came at different
times to escape persecution in their home-
lands, and established small communities that
remained secure for centuries in the generally
tolerant milieu of India. As is well known, the
Parsi religion was completely annihilated in
its land of origin with the rise of Islam, the
adherents of the faith could survive only in
India. Jews acknowledge that while they were
being persecuted in every part of the world,
their small community in India never had to

" face any disability.

In 1881, after about a century of British
rule, Christians were just beginning to make
their presence felt in India and constituted
about 0.7 percent of the population. In the
period following 1881, rise in the proportion
of Muslims and Christians becomes a contin-
uous phenomenon.

Religious Composition in 2011

The Census commission of India has
released the data on August 27, 2015, for reli-
gious demography as per the 2011 census.
The report shows that the share of Hindu pop-
ulation has decreased by 0.7% from 80.5% in
2001 to 79.8% in 2011. During the same dura-
tion, the share of Muslim population has
increased by 0.8% from 13.4% to 14.2%. The
percentage share of Christians and Jains have
remained same, whereas the share of Sikhs
and Buddhists has reduced by 0.2% and 0.1%
respectively. The census further gives the fig-
ures in absolute numbers. Accordingly the
Hindu population was 96.63 crores and
Muslim population was 17.22 crores. The
Christian, Sikh, Buddhist and Jain population
stood at: 2.78 crores, 2.08 crores, 0.84 crores,
and 0.45 crores respectively.

Population trends for major religious
groups in India (1951-2011)

(Source: 2011 Census of India. Office of the
Registrar General & Censes Commissioner.)

Hindu population of the Independent India
for the first time saw a decline below 80%. At
the same time, the share of Muslim popula-
tion has been consistently increasing from last
several decades f we analyze the share of
Hindu and Muslim population from 1951 till
2011, there is a slow but clear decline in the
Hindu percentage, whereas there is a parallel
increase in the Muslim population. In 1951,
Hindus stood at 84.1% whereas Muslims
stood at 9.8% of the total population at that
time. Now, in 2011, Hindus stand at 79.8%, a
decline of 4.3% in population share. On the
other hand, Muslim population share has seen
an increase of 4.4%.

The report further points out that, Hindu
population in India is likely to decrease by
another2.8% from its estimate of 79.5% in
2010 to 76.7% in 2015. This more or less,
matches with the trend that has been seen in
the census reports for the last six decades. The
2011 census also reveals that the % growth
rate of Muslims in the states of Assam, Naga
land, Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, and
Arunachal Pradesh that share the border with
Bangladesh, is far above the national growth
rate of Muslims. Even in Bihar, the growth
rate is higher than national growth rate. In
West Bengal and Tripura though the Muslim
growth rate is not above

national Muslim growth
rate, it is still higher than
Hindu growth rate.

Pradeep Kumar

Tenali.
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