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RANKING/ ARRANGEMENT

In this type of questions set of information
pertaining to persons, objects or some other
entities along with their qualities, which can
be compared, is porvided. Candidates are
required to arrange the given entities in either
ascending or descending order on the basis
of relative quality. At first look, such questions
appear to be very simple but sometimes
these are made tricky by infusing intricacies
and complicated data. However, one can
organise the given data quickly and easily by
comprehending the given information in sys-
tematic manner. Sometimes the given infor-
mation may seem to be insufficient but a con-
gent and coherent analysis of same reveals
useful clues and the problem turns to be very
simple. You may also find some superfluous
statements which are given to confuse you.
You can recognise such statements in no time
if you have gained command over such types
of questions.

Sometimes you are required to ascertain
the rank of a person either from top or bottom
in a class or a group of persons. In determin-
ing the rank, the information about total num-
ber of persons in the class or a group is pre-
requisite other wise you cannot determine the
rank. Sometimes the rank of a person from
either end is given and you are required to
calculate the total number of persons.

Consider the following example:

Ex.1: Vishnu ranks 16th from the top and
49th from the bottom in a class. How
many students are there in that class?
1) 66 2) 65 3)64
4) cannot be determined
5) none of these

Ans (3):
16th
15 students
Vishnu 48 students

49th ¢«———

Total number of students in the class

=(16+49)-1

=65-1=64

or, = 15+48+1=64

Thus, in order to calculate the total number
of students in the class we add the ranks of a
student form either end and then subtract
one.

The above cited example is most typical
one and also very simple. But sometimes rel-
ative ranks of two or more than two students
are provided and you are required to ascer-
tains the exact rank of a student. Such ques-
tion require some more calculations.
Consider the example given below.

Ex.2:In a class of 39 students the ratio of
boys and girls is 2:1. Radhika ranks
15th among all the students from top
and 8th among girls from bottom. How
many boys are there below Radhika?

1) 16 2)17

3) 15

4) Data inadequate

5) None of these

Ans:(2):
3 = 39 (2:1 means three parts =39)
Therefore number of boys in the

2
Class = 39 7= 26

Number of girls = 39 -26=13 According to
question

[Top] [Bottom |

14 students

24 students
— .
25th 7 i

@ Out of 24 sutdents who are below Radhika,
7 are girls.
@ Therefore number of boys who are below
Radhika = 24 - 7=17
From the two examples given above it is
clear that this type of questions can be solved
quickly by drawing suitable diagram. Now
consider some more examples on the
Ranking Test
Ex.3: In a row of boys Vikas is fifth from the
left and Prakash is eleventh from the
right. If Vikas is twentififth from the right
then how many boys are threre between

RANKING

Vikas and Prakash?

1) 14 2) 13

4)12 5) None of these
Ans :(2)

3)15

5t

LEFT [ B [Right

A

25th 24 boys

@ Total number of boys in the row =5+25-1=29

© Number of boys between Vikas and
Prakash = 29-(5+11)

= 29-16=13boys

Ex.4: 15 children are standing in a row fac-
ing North. Kapil is to the immediate left
of Jaya and is ninth from the left end.
Tarun is third from the right end. Which
of the following statements is NOT true?
Jaya is sixth from the right

2. There are three children between Kapil and
Tarun.

3. There are three children between Jaya and
Tarun.

4. Jaya is tenth from the left end.

5. Tarun is thirteenth from the left end.

Ans:(3)According to question the arrangement
of children would be as follows:
Left TTTTTTTTTTTTTTRight

There are only two children between Jaya
and Tarun. Therefore, Statement (3) is not
true.

Ex.5:Janesh ranked 16th from the top and
37th from the bottom in a class. How
many students are there in the class?

1) Data inadequate

2) 54 3) 53 4) 52
5) None of these
Ans : (4) 16th
15students J 26 students
37th

@ Total number of students in the class =

15+1+36=52
or (16+37) -1=52

Ex.6: In a row of boys facing north,

Sudhanshu is twelth from his left. When
shifted to his right by four places, he
becomes eighteenth from the right end
of the row. How many boys are there in
the row?

1) 32 2) 33 3) 34
4) Data inadequate 5) None of these
Ans: (2) 12th

11 boys s

After shifting his place.

BRI ] 17 bovs

18th

11 boys
_—

@ Total number of boys in the row =

(16+18) -1=33

« In another type of questions on RANKING

you are required to ascertain some other
qualities such as height, weight, marks,
age etc. In this type of questions on
Ranking the two extreme ends are occu-
pied by the persons having the lowest and
the highest degrees of quality that has to
be compared. While solving such type of
questions you should employ certain sym-
bols and notations to organise the given
information so that you can use the data
more conveniently and quickly too.

Now consider the following examples

Ex.7: A,B,C,D and E When arranged in

descending order of their weights then
A is the third from the top and E occu-
pies the position between D and A, C
and D are not at the tops. Who among
them occupies second position?
1) C 2)B

4) Data inadequate

3)E

5) None of these

Ans (1) According to the question
1.B

2.C

3.A

4. E

5.D

Ex.8: Six friends A, B,C,D,E and F joined an

Institute in the year 1993 but on different
days. Only E has joined before C and
after D, C joined immediately before A
and immediately after B,F is not the first

or the last person to join. Who is the
first person joining the institute?

1) D 2)B
4) Data inadequate

3)A
5) None of these
Ans (1) According to question
D>E>C B>C>A
and F is not the first or last person to join
now.

F
-

D> E>C >A
-
B
Clearly D joined the institute first.

Ex.9: Mahesh is older than Samir and

Jayant. Navin is older than Samir but
younger than Jacob. Jayanth is older
than Jacob. Who among them is the old-
est.?

1) Jayanth
3) Navinp

2) Jacob
4) Mahesh
5) None of these
Ans (4) :
Jayant

i. Mahesh > Samir, Jayant

i.Navin is older than Samir but yournger
than jacob.

Mahesh is older than Samir and

Jayant is older than Jacob.

iii .Jayanth > Jacob

From statements i,ii and iii

Mahesh > Jayant > Jacob > Navin > Samir
Therefore Mahesh is the oldest in the
group.

Ex.10: Among five students M is heavier

Ex

than Kand T. B is lighter than T and P. K
is not the lightest. Who among them is
the lightest?

1)K 2)B 3)T
4) Data inadequate 5) None of these
Answer :(2)

According to question

M>K and T

B<T,P or P, T>B
And , K is not the lightest
Thus, M>K

T>B P,T>B

Therefore, B is the lightest in weight.
11:There are 64 history books arranged
in a row at central library Bangalore.
Ancient history is 25th from the left side
of the row and Middivel history is 30th
from the right side of the row. What is
the total number of books between
Ancient and Middivel history?

A6 B.7 C.8 D.9

Solution: Adding the position of ancient and

midlevel history books, we get:

Ancient histroy+ Middivel history = 25 + 30 = 55
Hence the number ‘55’ should be less than the

total number of books.

The number of books between ancient and
midlevel history = Total number of books —
(Place value of Ancient history book from
left + Place value of Middivel history from
right) The number of books between
ancient and midlevel history = 64 — (25+30)
=64 — 55 =9, Hence the correct optionis D.
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