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Important Lines of Famous Poems in British Literature ... OPENING LINES
Opening Lines

John Milton

Paradise Lost

“Of man’s first disobedience, and the fruit of that forbidden tree whose mortal taste brought death into the world, and all our woe. With the
loss of Eden,till one greater man restore us, and regain the blissful seat.” Andrew marvell To his Coy MistressHad we but world enough
and time, this coyness, lady, were no crime. We would sit down, and think which way to walk, and pass our long love’s day.

In pious times, ere priest-craft did begin. Before polygamy was made a sin; when man, on many, multiplied his kind, ere one to one was

John Wryden | Absalom and
Achitophel  |cursedly confind: when nature prompted, and no law denied promiscuous use of concubine and bride; then, Israel’s own heart, his vigorous
warmth did variously impart to wives and slaves: and, wide as his command, scatter’d his maker’s image through the land.
John Dryden | Mac Flecknoc | All human things are subject to decay, and when fate summons, monarchs must obey. This Flecknoe found, who like Augustus, young,
was call’d to empire, and had govern’d long; in prose and verse was found without dispute.
Oliver When lovely “When lovely woman stoops to folly and finds too late that men betray, what charm can soothe her melancholy, what art can wash her guilt
Goldsmith Women stoops away?”
to Folly
William The Sick Rose | O Rose thou art sick. The invisible worm, that flies in the night in the howling storm: has found out thy bed of crimson joy; and his dark
Blake secret love does thy life destroy.”
Immortality “There was a time when meadow, grove, and stream, The earth, and every common sight, to me did seem
Apparell’d in celestial light, The glory And the freshness of a dream.”
William :
The Woﬂd 18 100 | «The world is too much with us; late and soon, getting and spending, we lay waste our powers;........ little we see in nature that is ours we
Wordsworth | mych with us . .
have given our hearts away a sordid boon!”
(Petrarchan
sonnet)
The Solitary “Behold her, single in the field, yon solitary Highland lass! Reaping and singing by herself; stop here, or gently pass!”
Reaper
Daffodils “I wandered lonely as a cloud that floats on high o’er vales and hills, when all at once I saw a crowd, a host, of golden daffodils;”
An Essay on “Tis hard to say, if greater want of skill appear in writing or in judging ill; but, of the two, less dangerous is th’ offence to tire our patience,
Alexander | Criticism than mislead our sense.”
Pope (S)dle 0:11 “Happy the new whose wish and care a few paternal acres bound, content to breathe his native air in his own ground.”
olitude
An Epistle to “Shut, shut the door, good John! fatigued I said, tie up the knocker, say I'm dead.”
Dr Arbuthnot

The Rape of the
cock

“What dire offence from amorous causes springs, what mighty contests rise from trivial things, I sing this verse to Caryll, Muse! is due:
This, ev’'n Belinda may vouchsafe to view; slight is the subject, but not so the praise, if she inspire, and he approve my lays.”

Thomas Gray

Elegy written in
a country
church yard

“The curfew tolls the knell of parting day.

The Tyger

“Tyger Tyger, burning bright, in the forests of the night; what immortal hand or eye, could frame thy fearful symmetry”

A poison Tree

“I was angry with my friend; I told my wrath, my wrath did end. I was angry with my foe: I told it not, my wrath did grow.”

The burial of the
dead

The Rainbow “My heart leaps up when I behold a rainbow in the sky.

William To the Skylark | Ethereal minstrel! pilgrim of the sky!

Wordsworth
The tables “Up! up! my friend, and quit your books; or surely you’ll grow double: up! up! my friend, and clear your looks; why all this toil and
Turned trouble?”

ST Coleridge | The rime of the | It is an ancient mariner, and he stoppeth one of three. ‘By thy long grey beard and glittering eye, now wherefore stopp’st thou me?
Accient mariner

Lord Byron Don Juan “I want a hero: an uncommon want.”

PB Shell To a Skylark “Hail to thee, blithe spirit! Bird thou never wert, that from heaven, or near it, pourest thy full heart in profuse strains of unpremeditated art.”

elley

To the men of “Men of England, wherefore plough for the lords who lay yelow? wherefore weave with toil and care the rich robes your tyrants wear?”
England
The love song of | Let us go then, you and I, When the evening is spread out against the sky Like a palient etherized upon a table.
T Alfred Prufrock

TS Eliot East Coker (Four | 1, my begining in my end Loy
Quarlets) i
The Wasle land, Chandra Sekhar

April is the cruellest month, breeding Lilacs oul of the dead land, mixing memory and desire,

stirring Dull rools with spring rain. IO T

Warangal.
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